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thus enabling a time exposure to be given. Wind is in general
a great nuisance to the photographer of vegetation.
Portraits of individual plants should be most carefully focussed.
They are often most satisfactory if the plant to be photographed
is backed by a piece of material serving as a screen, against which
the form of the plant shows up sharply, If taken against a
background of vegetation the lines of the portrait are liable to
be confused with those of the plants behind which are out of focus.
A good orthochromatic (isochromatic) plate or film should
be employed in photographing vegetation. The Wellington
" anti-screen " is a suitable brand for ordinary use.
The following paragraphs, kindly contributed by Mr. Hamshaw
Thomas, will be useful to those desiring to specialise in the
photography of vegetation.
In making exposures it should always be remembered that
vegetation usually shows some heavy shadows, and if the details
in these are to be visible, sufficient exposure for this purpose
must be given. Nothing is more unsatisfactory than photo-
graphs with the sharp range of tones giving a " soot and white-
wash " effect, and this may be avoided by developing the plates
in a solution which contains rather less than the normal amount
of alkali. If the negative contains full detail, the desired result
may be obtained by printing on bromide paper, by giving a
full or abnormally large exposure and by developing with a
diluted solution. In order to obtain negatives which are rich
in detail pyro-rnetol is recommended as a developing agent.
Where a long exposure can be given, the Ilford or Wratten
pan-chromatic plates may be employed with a light or colour
filter (one of the Wratten K series, or the special filter sold by
the Ilford Company). In this way a much more correct render-
ing of the different tones of green occurring in vegetation is
obtained. The colour of the filter must not be too deep, or the
tones may be " over-corrected," so that the foliage appears
abnoxmally light in the photograph. The plates or films must
be developed in the dark (i.e. with the aid of a time-factor),
or the plates may be stained before development with a de-
sensitising solution of safranin.
Stereoscopic photography is very valuable for the recognition
of individual plants in a community, though the necessity of
viewing them through a pair of lenses detracts considerably
from their value as a means of illustrating a paper. The appear-
ance of relief seen in stereoscopic photographs is a great help
in recognising individual plants which would be scarcely separable